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THE UK AIRPORT GUIDES 

Aberdeen 

The energy capital's airport, mastered 

A deep dive for the frequent business flyer: the gateway to Europe's energy capital and the 
world's busiest heliport, the bus into the city, the lounge worth the walk, where to sleep, 
and how to make Aberdeen work for you, not against you. 
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THE LIE OF THE LAND 

Aberdeen at a glance 
One terminal, one runway and a business character unlike any other UK 
airport. Aberdeen serves Europe's energy capital, and it is the busiest 
commercial heliport in the world. 

Aberdeen is the airport of Scotland's, and Europe's, energy capital, and that gives it a character 
no other UK airport shares. It carries around 2.3 million fixed-wing passengers a year through a 
single, recently modernised terminal at Dyce, north of the city, but its defining feature flies in the 
other direction: Aberdeen is the world's busiest commercial heliport, the hub for the helicopters 
that ferry workers out to the North Sea oil and gas platforms, with tens of thousands of rotary 
movements a year carrying close to half a million offshore passengers. For the business traveller, 
this is the most corporate of the regional airports, geared to the rhythms of the energy industry 
and built around getting people to work, whether in London, Amsterdam or two hundred miles 
out over the water. 

The fixed-wing network reflects that business pull. easyJet and British Airways link Aberdeen to 
the London airports, KLM connects it to Amsterdam and, through that great hub, to the world, 
and Loganair, which bases here, serves the Scottish islands, the Highlands and the energy centres 
of Scandinavia. The airport is owned by AGS Airports, recently acquired by the international 
operator AviAlliance, which has committed to a major investment programme across its airports. 
The result is a compact, business-focused airport with a unique double life. This guide shows you 
how to use it like a regular. 

 

ABERDEEN BY NUMBERS 
Passengers:  around 2.3 million fixed-wing a year, plus offshore helicopters. 
Heliport:  the world's busiest, with close to half a million offshore passengers a year. 
Terminal:  one recently modernised terminal; a single runway. 
Key links:  London (easyJet, BA), Amsterdam (KLM), the islands and Scandinavia (Loganair). 
Owner:  AGS Airports, now under AviAlliance, mid a major investment programme. 
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GET THIS RIGHT FIRST 

One terminal, two kinds of flying 
There is a single passenger terminal to find, but Aberdeen runs two operations 
side by side: the scheduled flights, and the offshore helicopters that define the 
place. 

Aberdeen keeps the passenger arrival simple, with all scheduled flights using one modernised 
terminal where check-in, security and gates sit under a single roof. What makes the airport 
distinctive is the parallel operation alongside it: a set of dedicated heliport terminals from which 
Bristow, CHC, NHV and Babcock fly crews out to the North Sea installations, a world of its own 
with its own check-in, safety briefings and survival-suited passengers. For most readers the 
scheduled terminal is the one that matters, but the heliport is worth understanding, because it 
shapes the airport's whole character, its peak times tied to offshore shift changes and its business 
firmly rooted in the energy industry. If you are flying offshore, your operator will direct you to the 
relevant heliport rather than the main terminal. 

For the scheduled traveller the discipline is the familiar one. Check in online, read your carrier's 
bag rules, and match your arrival time to the kind of flight, with the early-morning bank of London 
and Amsterdam departures the busiest of the day. The terminal was substantially rebuilt in recent 
years, so the facilities are modern and the layout clear, and Aberdeen is an efficient, business-like 
airport well used to moving corporate travellers quickly. 

Who flies from Aberdeen 
Strand Carriers Where they fly 

London and Europe easyJet, British Airways, KLM London airports, Amsterdam and onward 
worldwide 

Regional and 
energy 

Loganair Scottish islands, Highlands, Scandinavian energy 
hubs 

Offshore helicopters Bristow, CHC, NHV, Babcock The North Sea oil and gas platforms 
 

RULE OF THUMB 
Scheduled flights use the main terminal; offshore helicopter flights use their own heliport terminals. 
Flying offshore? Your operator directs you to the right heliport, not the main check-in hall. 
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THE FAST WAY IN 

The bus, and the train at Dyce 
Aberdeen has no railway at the terminal, but a frequent express bus reaches the 
city quickly, and the Dyce railway station sits a short hop away. 

The link into Aberdeen rests on a good express bus, with a railway connection close by. The 
Stagecoach Jet 727 is the main service, running from the terminal door to the city centre at Union 
Square, beside the main railway station, in around half an hour for a single of roughly £4.80, with 
departures up to every fifteen minutes from early morning until late and plenty of room for 
luggage. For a business traveller bound for the city, it is quick, frequent, cheap and simple, and 
Union Square puts the main-line rail network, with services south to the central belt and beyond, 
on the doorstep. For most journeys into Aberdeen, the Jet 727 is all you need. 

For those who prefer the train from the outset, the nearest railway station is at Dyce, about two 
miles from the terminal, reached by a dedicated airport bus or a short taxi, from which ScotRail 
services run into Aberdeen and north towards Inverness. Taxis and private hire wait at the 
terminal too, quick into the city outside the rush and a sensible choice for two or three travelling 
together or for an address off the bus route. The rule for the regular is simple: take the Jet 727 for 
the city centre and its station, use the Dyce rail connection if it suits your route, and a taxi for the 
rest. 

Into the city at a glance 
Service To Journey time Typical single 

Stagecoach Jet 727 Union Square, city centre approx. 30 min around £4.80, up 
to every 15 min 

Bus plus rail Via Dyce railway station short bus, then rail For destinations on 
the rail network 

Taxi / private hire Across the city 20 to 30 min by traffic Metered, costlier at 
the peaks 
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THE OTHER WAYS IN 

By road and car 
Aberdeen draws a wide catchment by road across the north-east, and the car is 
a natural choice, with a charge at the terminal kerb that stays below the big 
mainland airports. 

As the airport for a wide and prosperous north-east catchment, much of it tied to the energy 
industry, Aberdeen does a great deal of its business by road. It sits at Dyce, a few miles north-west 
of the city, with quick links to the A96 and the wider road network, and the recent opening of the 
Aberdeen bypass has eased journeys from the surrounding region. Buses link the airport to nearby 
towns, and for travellers driving themselves the full range of official parking is on offer, from the 
value long-stay car parks with their shuttle buses to the short-stay options near the terminal. As 
at every airport, booking parking online in advance is markedly cheaper than the gate price, and 
for much of the region the car is the practical choice. 

Stopping at the terminal carries a charge, with the express drop-off at around £7 for up to fifteen 
minutes, recently increased but still below the levels at the London airports and Bristol, and paid 
by the usual camera system. The sensible way to keep the cost down, as elsewhere, is to use a 
nearby car park with a short transfer for a quick set-down rather than pulling up at the kerb, and 
to check the airport's current drop-off options when you travel. For central Aberdeen the Jet 727 
bus will usually win on cost, but for the wider north-east, and for the corporate traveller heading 
straight on by car, the road earns its place. 

The road traveller's checklist 
• Use a nearby car park with a short transfer for a quick set-down rather than paying around 

£7 at the kerb. 
• Book parking online in advance for the best rates, long-stay for value or short-stay for 

convenience. 
• The airport sits at Dyce off the A96, with the Aberdeen bypass easing journeys from the 

wider region. 
• Buses link the airport to nearby towns; the car is the practical choice for much of the north-

east. 

THE HONEST VERDICT 
For central Aberdeen the Jet 727 wins on cost, but the wide north-east catchment makes this a 
genuine car airport. The drop-off charge stays below the big mainland airports, but a car park 
transfer still beats the kerb for a set-down. 
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THE ART OF ARRIVING SMARTLY 

Security and fast-track 
Aberdeen's modernised terminal moves a business-heavy traffic through one 
security hall efficiently, but a Fast Track ticket still smooths the early-morning 
rush. 

Because Aberdeen channels its scheduled passengers through one security search, the hall is the 
part of the journey most likely to test the patience, though the terminal's recent rebuild has made 
it more modern and efficient than many of its regional peers. New scanning equipment is being 
introduced across UK airports, and the rules on liquids and electronics have been changing as it 
beds in, so it is worth checking Aberdeen's current guidance before you fly rather than assuming, 
but the direction is towards a quicker passage. The airport's busiest moments are the early-
morning bank of London and Amsterdam departures, dense with business travellers all heading 
out together, so the prudent traveller plans to be ahead of that rush in particular. 

For certainty, Fast Track security is sold and is well worth the modest cost for an early business 
departure, and is included in some premium fares and lounge packages. The usual discipline pays 
off most at the busiest times: travel hand-luggage only where you can, follow the signage on 
liquids and electronics, and check in online, all second nature to the corporate regulars who make 
up so much of Aberdeen's traffic. For the early London or Amsterdam flight, when the hall is at 
its fullest, a Fast Track ticket and an early arrival are sensible insurance, and well suited to a 
working trip with a meeting at the other end. 

Clearing the airport quickly 
• Check Aberdeen's current liquids and electronics guidance before you fly, as the rules are 

evolving with new scanners. 
• Buy Fast Track in advance for the early-morning business rush, or check whether your fare 

or lounge includes it. 
• Travel hand-luggage only where you can to skip the bag drop entirely. 
• Allow extra time for the early bank of London and Amsterdam departures, the busiest of the 

day. 

TIMING THE ARRIVAL 
Short-haul to London and Amsterdam:  arrive around 90 minutes to two hours ahead, more at the 
morning peak. 
Travelling light with Fast Track? The early business rush is exactly when it pays off. 

Page 6  -  Security and fast-track 
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WHERE TO WAIT WELL 

The Northern Lights Lounge 
Aberdeen's award-winning lounge is a genuine cut above for a regional airport, 
with locally-sourced food prepared by an in-house chef. 

Aberdeen punches above its weight on lounges. The Northern Lights Lounge, the airport's airside 
lounge, has won awards for good reason: it offers fresh, locally-sourced food and drink prepared 
by an in-house chef rather than the usual buffet, alongside fast wi-fi, proper workspace and a calm 
atmosphere away from the concourse. It is open to all passengers, by pre-booking from around 
£36 a head or on a membership such as Priority Pass or Dragonpass, and for a business traveller 
facing an early London or Amsterdam departure it is an excellent base, a place to take a proper 
breakfast and clear an inbox before the flight. For a regional airport, it is one of the better lounges 
in the country. 

The advice is the familiar one: book ahead at the busy times, when walk-up space is tight, and 
check what your fare or card already opens before paying separately. Given the quality of the food 
and the strongly business-oriented traffic, the Northern Lights Lounge is well worth seeking out, 
and an easy way to turn the early-morning wait into productive, comfortable time. Arrive with the 
time to use it, particularly for the morning business rush, and the lounge becomes the most useful 
part of the airport experience rather than a queue endured at the gate. 

The lounge picture 
Lounge Access Best for 

Northern Lights Lounge From around £36; Priority Pass or 
Dragonpass 

Award-winning, chef-prepared 
local food before a flight 

Concourse seating Open to all The fallback if your wait is short 

WORTH SEEKING OUT 
Aberdeen's Northern Lights Lounge, with chef-prepared local food, is a genuine cut above the 
regional norm - well worth booking ahead for the early-morning business departure. 

Page 7  -  Airport lounges 
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BEYOND THE LOUNGE 

Dining and shopping 
Modern and business-like since the terminal rebuild, Aberdeen's food and shops 
are gathered close at hand in one terminal. 

Aberdeen's dining is solid and modern, a beneficiary of the terminal's recent rebuild. The familiar 
bars, coffee houses and quick counters cover the essentials for a busy morning, with a Scottish 
accent and enough choice to put together a decent breakfast before an early London flight or a 
relaxed bite before an Amsterdam departure. It is geared to the business traveller in a hurry rather 
than the leisurely diner, which suits the airport's clientele, and because everything sits within a 
single, modernised terminal there is no trekking between buildings to find a meal or a proper 
coffee. The fullest choice is concentrated in the main airside departure area once you are through 
security; if you want more time and comfort, the Northern Lights Lounge is the better bet. 

The retail follows the same compact, business-like logic, with a tidy spread of the practical and 
the duty-free, plus a good line in Scottish gifts, whisky and the like. For the working traveller the 
value is the familiar safety net of the forgotten charger or cable, replaceable airside before you 
board, which matters more than usual at an airport whose passengers are so often travelling for 
work. The sensible habit, even in a compact airport, is to do your eating and buying in the main 
departure area where the choice is widest, and to keep an eye on the boarding screens for the early 
business bank of flights. 

Eating and buying, the essentials 
• Do your eating and shopping in the main airside departure area, where the choice is 

concentrated and widest. 
• Expect modern, business-like options since the terminal rebuild; the Northern Lights 

Lounge is the step up. 
• Use the shops as a safety net for chargers, cables and reading rather than to fill time. 
• Watch the boarding screens for the early-morning bank of London and Amsterdam 

departures. 
Page 8  -  Dining and shopping 
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SLEEPING CLOSE TO THE GATE 

Where to stay 
A cluster of business hotels sits within easy reach of the terminal at Dyce, well 
used to the early starts and late arrivals of the energy traveller. 

Aberdeen is well supplied with hotels close to the airport, a reflection of its heavily business traffic 
and the energy industry's appetite for beds near the terminal. A cluster of names gathers around 
Dyce within a short walk or shuttle, among them a Courtyard by Marriott, a DoubleTree by Hilton 
and dependable mid-range and budget options such as Premier Inn and Holiday Inn Express, 
between them covering every level of the corporate-travel market. These are practical, well-run 
hotels geared to the working traveller, with restaurants, bars and meeting space, and they are well 
used to guests checking in late off an offshore rotation or out before dawn for the first London 
flight. 

The choosing logic is simple at a single-terminal airport: there is no building to match, so the 
decision comes down to price, the standard you want and how short a transfer you would like at 
what may be an antisocial hour. For a genuinely early business departure, one of the closest hotels, 
a short walk or shuttle from the terminal, removes any worry about the morning run-in; for a 
more comfortable corporate stay, the Courtyard or DoubleTree make a sensible base with the 
facilities a working trip needs. With the airport so business-oriented, these hotels are practised at 
the rhythms of the energy traveller. As always, book with the morning's timing in mind. 

A hotel shortlist 
Hotel Location Why it earns its place 

Courtyard by Marriott Dyce, short walk or 
shuttle 

A comfortable business base near the 
terminal 

DoubleTree by Hilton Dyce, short shuttle A fuller four-star with restaurant and meeting 
space 

Premier Inn / Holiday Inn 
Express 

Dyce, short shuttle Reliable, well-priced rooms for an early start 

BUILT FOR THE ENERGY TRAVELLER 
Aberdeen's airport hotels are well used to the early starts and late offshore arrivals of the energy 
industry. For a dawn London flight, the closest hotel at Dyce removes the morning run-in. 
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THE TRICKIEST HOUR 

Connecting and transferring 
Aberdeen is mostly a beginning-and-end airport, but KLM's Amsterdam service 
makes it a genuine springboard to the world for the business traveller. 

Most journeys through Aberdeen begin or end here, but the airport's full-service links give it a 
real connecting role, above all through KLM. The daily Amsterdam service feeds one of Europe's 
great hub airports, from which KLM and its partners reach destinations across every continent, 
so a passenger from Aberdeen can fly to much of the world on a single through-ticket, with bags 
checked through and the connection protected, changing at Schiphol rather than at the airport 
itself. British Airways offers a similar onward reach via Heathrow. For the energy traveller 
heading to a project on the other side of the globe, that Amsterdam connection is Aberdeen's quiet 
superpower, and where a connection does happen at Aberdeen the single terminal keeps any 
transfer simple. 

The complication is the familiar low-cost self-transfer. A connection stitched together from two 
separate budget tickets, most often where an easyJet flight feeds something else, is not protected: 
you must reclaim your bag, leave the controlled area, check in again and pass back through 
security, all to be planned as two journeys with a generous buffer rather than a single booking. 
The single terminal at least keeps the walking short. As ever, travelling hand-luggage only 
simplifies everything, and the rule holds: know before you fly whether your connection is on one 
protected full-service ticket or two separate ones, and build your buffer to match. 

Connecting well 
• KLM via Amsterdam, and BA via Heathrow, connect Aberdeen to the world on protected 

through-tickets. 
• Any transfer within the single terminal is a short walk, not a trek between buildings. 
• Two separate low-cost tickets mean a self-transfer: reclaim, re-check and clear security 

again. 
• Travel hand-luggage only where possible to simplify any connection. 
• Know before you fly whether your connection is on one ticket or two, and build the buffer to 

match. 
Page 10  -  Connecting and transferring 
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THE REGULAR'S PLAYBOOK 

Aberdeen, mastered 
Everything above distilled into the habits that make the most of Europe's energy 
capital airport. 

Aberdeen rewards the business traveller who knows its rhythms: a compact, modern terminal, an 
early-morning bank of London and Amsterdam departures, and a connecting reach through 
Schiphol that belies the airport's size. There is no building to choose for the scheduled flyer, so 
the winning approach is to take the Jet 727 into the city, travel light, and book the excellent 
Northern Lights Lounge for the early start. Lean on the KLM Amsterdam connection for journeys 
to the wider world, and remember the airport's offshore alter ego that gives it its unique character. 
Master these points and Aberdeen is among the most efficient business airports in the country. 

Ten habits of the seasoned Aberdeen flyer 
• Take the Stagecoach Jet 727 to Union Square for the city and the main railway station. 
• Use the Dyce rail connection if your onward route suits it. 
• Never pay the £7 forecourt drop-off; use a car park transfer for a quick set-down. 
• Book parking online in advance for the best rates. 
• Buy Fast Track ahead for the early-morning London and Amsterdam rush, and check the 

current liquids guidance. 
• Book the award-winning Northern Lights Lounge for a proper breakfast before an early 

flight. 
• For the wider world, connect through Amsterdam on KLM, or Heathrow on BA, on a single 

through-ticket. 
• Treat a self-connection on separate low-cost tickets as two journeys with a generous buffer. 
• For an early flight, sleep at one of the business hotels at Dyce, a short walk or shuttle away. 
• Flying offshore? Follow your operator to the right heliport, not the main terminal. 

Page 11  -  The frequent flyer's playbook 
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WHAT COMES NEXT 

The bigger picture 
Under new ownership and tied to a changing energy industry, Aberdeen is 
investing while it navigates the long transition of the North Sea. 

The defining story at Aberdeen is one of resilience and change. The airport's fortunes have always 
been bound up with the North Sea energy industry, and as that industry evolves, through the 
gradual decline of oil and gas production and the rise of offshore wind and the wider energy 
transition, the airport is adapting with it, with its offshore helicopter operation increasingly 
serving renewables as well as hydrocarbons. On the fixed-wing side, recent additions such as the 
restored easyJet service to Paris have broadened the network beyond the traditional business 
routes. Owned by AGS Airports and recently acquired by the international operator AviAlliance, 
which has committed to a substantial investment programme across its airports, Aberdeen is 
backed by an experienced new owner as it looks to the future. 

For the traveller, the next few years should bring continued investment in the modernised 
terminal and its facilities, alongside a network that reflects the changing nature of the city's 
economy, more leisure and connecting options to sit alongside the core business routes to London 
and Amsterdam. There will be the ups and downs of an airport tied to a transitioning industry, 
but the direction is clear. Aberdeen intends to remain the gateway to the energy capital and the 
busiest heliport in the world, while broadening its appeal beyond the rigs. For the frequent flyer 
based in the north-east, it is already the natural way to reach London, Amsterdam and, through 
them, the world. 

 

Quick reference 
The essentials At a glance 

Layout One modernised terminal, plus dedicated offshore heliport terminals 
Into the city Stagecoach Jet 727 to Union Square, approx. 30 min, around £4.80 
By rail Short bus or taxi to Dyce railway station 
Drop-off charge (2026) Around £7 for 15 min; use a car park transfer to avoid it 

Lounge Northern Lights Lounge, award-winning, chef-prepared food 
Key links London (easyJet, BA), Amsterdam (KLM), islands and Scandinavia 

(Loganair) 

Closest hotels Business hotels at Dyce, a short walk or shuttle 
On the horizon AviAlliance ownership and investment; the North Sea energy transition 
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